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us02web.zoom.us/j/
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KCDP 
3254 S. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo 49008 
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Thursday 4pm – 6pm. 
269-342-4217 
info@kzoodems.com 
https://kzoodems,com 
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A Note from the Chair

Voting should be easily available to every 
eligible person. According to the 

Constitution and Michigan law, a person must 
be a citizen and at least 18 years old to vote. 
In Michigan, to register to vote you need either 
a driver’s license, a personal ID card, or proof 
of residency through a pay stub, utility bill, or 
government document. This is a relatively 
simple process done in person or online. 
So why is voting so difficult, and why do 
legislatures keep passing laws to make voting 
more difficult? At the current time, 43 
legislatures have over 250 bills pending to 
restrict voting! 
Georgia just passed a law that is being called 
“Jim Crow.02.” One restriction says you can’t 
give food or water to a person waiting in line – 
it’s considered a form of “bribery.” 
Michigan has over 30 election bills 
pending! Most of these deal with preventing 
fraud, a fictitious problem, who’s prevention 
will cost the state, cities, townships, and villages 
a great deal of money. 
There are some definite voter restrictions hidden 
in all these proposed laws. 
Instead of signing an affidavit, (testifying under 
oath) that you are who you say you are, you 
would get a provisional ballot and have six days 
to prove your identity. If you don’t have a 
government picture ID, your vote doesn’t 
count. This primarily affects the elderly, disabled, 

homeless, and minority voters, who may not have 
a picture ID, or transportation difficulties. 
New absent-voter ballot box regulations will 
cost clerk offices extra, because they need to be 
lighted, surveilled, firmly secured, and properly 
labelled. There is also a limit to the number of 
boxes available. Another possible new 
restriction are the ballot boxes can’t be used past 
5PM the day before the election day. So if you 
wait until the last minute to vote, you probably 
will need to go to the clerk’s office. 
Live recording devices would be allowed in 
each voting establishment. This can be 
intimidating. Though voters and voted ballot 
contents can’t be recorded, there may be 
difficulties in enforcing these rules and 
preventing intimidation. 
There were proposed changes to “initiative” 
petitions, which I admit I didn’t fully 
understand. One clear proposed change reduces 
the number of days to collect signatures. 
The clerk’s office can’t provide pre-paid return 
envelopes and the Secretary of State can’t send 
out absent voter applications unless 
requested. Both of these can affect our low-
income voters. As I heard one person comment, 
“Is the cost of mailing a new form of poll tax?” 
The Secretary of State cannot have a direct link 
to the Absent Voter Application on their 
website. This is an interesting restriction, 
because if you can’t get to the application, how 
do you complete the application? 
Currently voters in the Qualified Voter File may 

Voting Legislation

Mariah Phelps Last year we proved the Kalamazoo County 

Democratic Party is one of the most effective parties in the state. Now, 
our strong, diverse team is revving up for another campaign season. We 
are busy recruiting candidates, activating volunteers, raising funds, and 
working to elect Democrats up and down the ticket. 
We certainly have a challenge in front of us, but we are capable, 
energized, and, most of all, prepared for what is ahead. We can't do this 
important work without YOU, so please consider joining the KCDP, 
running for office, or making a contribution today!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5572535256
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5572535256
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5572535256
mailto:info@kzoodems.com
https://kzoodems,com/
http://https/www.facebook.com/kzoodems
http://https/www.facebook.com/kzoodems
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Millage Renewal RequestKCDP 
Officials Special Election May 4, 2021 

KRESA is requesting the 
renewal of the county’s 

1.5 mill Special Education tax for an additional 
six years. This millage provides funds for 
mandated, but not sufficiently financed, Special 
Education services in Climax-Scotts, Comstock, 
Galesburg-Augusta, Gull Lake, Kalamazoo, 
Parchment, Portage, Schoolcraft and Vicksburg 
school districts. Without the money generated 
by this millage, local school districts would be 
forced to use general education dollars to pay 
for Special Education programs and services. 
Since this is a renewal, the millage rate will not 
change if approved by voters. 
The proposal as it will appear on the ballot: 
This proposal will allow the intermediate school 
district (KRESA) to continue to levy special 
education millage previously approved by the 
electors, and restores millage lost as a result of 
the reduction required by the Headlee 

Amendment to the Michigan Constitution 
of 1963. 
Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes 
which may be assessed against all property in 
Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 
Agency, Michigan, to provide funds for the 
education of students with disabilities for a 
period of 6 years, 2021 to 2026, inclusive, be 
increased by 1.5 mills ($1.50 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation) (1.4925 mills of the above is a 
renewal of millage that expired with the 
2020 tax levy, and .0075 mill is a restoration of 
millage lost as a result of the reduction 
required by the Headlee Amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963); the estimate of 
the revenue the intermediate school district will 
collect if the millage is approved and levied in 
2021 is approximately $12,533,825 from local 
property taxes authorized herein? 
The Kalamazoo County Democratic Party 
supports renewal of this millage.

Mariah Phelps (Chair) 
Mariah is a lifelong public 
servant and has received such 
distinctions as the Michigan 
Political Leadership Program 
Fellowship, Michael M. 
Dively Endowment for 
Leadership and Service, "Zo" 
Gates Rees Fellowship for 
Women in Public Service, 
and the Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award.  
She earned her Bachelor's 
degree in Public Policy from 
Albion College and her 
Master's degree in International 
Relations from The University 
of Chicago. In her spare time, 
Mariah runs a small business 
in Kalamazoo. 
Ken WillcuC 
(2nd Vice-Chair) 
Mr. Willcutt is KCDP’s new 
Second Vice Chair. He has 
lived in Kalamazoo County 
since 1992 and is a master 
plumber, pipe-fitter and 
welder. He currently serves as 
Business Manager for 
Plumbers, Pipe-fitters and 
HVAC-R Techs Local Union 
357. He lives in Vicksburg 
with his wife, Lisa, and their 
two 16 year old sons.  
Nicky Leigh (Treasurer) 
Lifelong Democrat working 
for gay rights and social 
justice, on and off, since 
mid-1960s. Divorced with 
one daughter, and one 
grandson. Keeps me aware 
that the future is important.  
Dr. Meg Whitener 
(Alternate Trustee) 
Dr. Meg Whitener has her 
PhD in wine biotechnology 
from the university of 
Stellenbosch South Africa 
and is currently the 
microbiologist at Bell's 
Brewery. She's been a 
member of the KCDP since 
moving to Kalamazoo county 
in 2016. She currently lives in 
Kalamazoo city with her 
Husband Thomas and 
Daughter Wren.  

Shardae Chambers (Trustee) 
Shardae Chambers was born and raised in Detroit, 
Michigan. She graduated from Western Michigan 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Social 
Psychology and currently lives in Kalamazoo with 
her wonderful husband. Shardae is a community 
advocate and has a deep passion for social justice, 
women’s rights, education, and helping people.  
She currently serves as a Planning Commissioner for 
the City of Kalamazoo and oversees community 

development and growth opportunities for a better 
future in her city.  
Paul Clements (Trustee) 
Paul Clements is a Professor of Political Science at 
Western Michigan University where he directs the 
Master of International Development Administration 
program and chairs the graduate certificate program 
in Climate Change Policy and Management. In 2014 
and 2016 he was the Democratic candidate for 
Congress in Michigan's Sixth District.  

A 1.5 mil increase will support immediate and 
long-term needs of the district. 
Immediate needs include construction of four 
additional 4th grade classrooms; equipment 
updates at the High School; addition of three 
new school buses. 
Long term needs include remodeling spaces 
within the High School; construction of a 

multi-purpose athletic field to provide practice 
and competition space adjacent to the High 
School; new parking areas & sidewalks  
More detailed information is available at the 
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools 
website: https://www.g-aschools.org/article/
411383?org=gacs.

Galesburg-Augusta Bond Proposal

Please vote YES on May 4th

https://www.g-aschools.org/article/411383?org=gacs
https://www.g-aschools.org/article/411383?org=gacs
https://www.g-aschools.org/article/411383?org=gacs
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Will MI go to Rank Choice Voting?
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) has been 

accepted in more than 15 cities, in the state 
of Maine, and in many other smaller races. It’s 
also used in many in elections internationally. 
In Michigan, Eastpointe currently uses 
proportional RCV for their elections, and it will 
be implemented in Ferndale in the next 
elections there. 
RankMIvote.org is a non-partisan, non-profit 
organization that is dedicated to educating MI 
voters on RCV. They say that, “RCV: ensures 
majority support, minimizes strategic voting, 
promotes diverse candidates, curbs negative 
campaigning, strengthens party unity, saves 
money, and boosts turnout.” 
RCV would bring more choices into the 
political process and ensure outcomes that 
accurately reflect the will of the voters. It also 
solves two problems in our elections today: 
spoilers and vote-splitting. 
Jon Hoadley stated in a Bridge Michigan article 
(https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/
opinion-its-time-michigan-join-maine-ranked-
choice-voting) on January 10, 2020 that, “…the 

city of Kalamazoo was actually one of the first 
places in the nation to adopt it in 1918, 
although…discontinued years later when the 
charter changed. This is a clear win-win, that’s 
why I introduced a bill recently to empower our 
communities and local governments to use 
ranked-choice voting in their elections.”

What is Rank Choice VoAng (RCV)? 
RCV is a voPng system that allows voters 

to rank candidates in order of preference. 
A voter chooses candidates as their 1st 

choice, 2nd choice, 3rd choice, and so on. 
If their 1st choice doesn’t win a 50% 

majority, their vote stays in play unPl a 
candidate wins that majority.

CALLS TO ACTION 
Legislation 
KRESA Millage Request 
Special Election May 4 

Legislation  
Galesburg/Augusta 
Bond Proposal 
Special Election May 4

MI Reconnect 
Scholarship 
at KVCC
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer announced the 
the $30 million Michigan 
Reconnect program last 
month, which will allow 
more than 4.1 million 
Michiganders who are 25 
or older an opportunity to 
earn a tuition-free 
association degree or 
skills certificate. 
The program is designed 
for eligible students who 
want to start, or finish, 
their degrees at their 
community college. 
To be eligible for the 
program, residents need 
to: 1) be at least 25 years 
of age when they apply, 2) 
lived in MI for a year or 
more, 3) have a High 
School diploma, and 
4) not yet finished a 
college degree. 
The application is located 
at www.michigan.gov/
reconnect.

because if you can’t get to the application, how 
do you complete the application? 
Currently voters in the Qualified Voter File may 
have birthdate placeholders if the original 
birthdate can’t be proved. These would need to 
be replaced by the actual birthdate. This could 
be restrictive, especially to the elderly, since 
many home births weren’t recorded 
properly. Without a birth certificate, how do 
you prove your birth date? 
There is also a proposal for proportional voting 
by district. Instead of the winner getting all the 
electoral college votes, each district is assigned 
an elector, and the winning party in that district 

gets the elector. The winning party gets two 
non-district electors. This is a real problem 
when considering gerrymandering. Here in 
Michigan, Democrats generally win the 
numeric majority vote, but Republicans, based 
on district votes, control the legislature. 
One interesting proposed change which 
probably wouldn’t be restrictive is, moving the 
primary from August to June. 
All of the above are proposed changes. To learn 
more about all the proposed bills, you can go to 
http://legislature.mi.gov and read them or 
follow their progress.

Voting Legislation continued from page 1

http://www.michigan.gov/reconnect
http://www.michigan.gov/reconnect
http://www.michigan.gov/reconnect
http://legislature.mi.gov
http://RankMIvote.org
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CALENDAR 
KCDP Virtual 
Trivia Night 
Wed Apr 28, 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Kalamazoo Township 
Board Meeting 
Apr 26, 7:30pm-8:30pm 

Rural Candidate Training 
May 1, 10:00am-1:00pm 

Kalamazoo County 
Commission - Board of 
Commissioners Meeting 
May 4, 7:00pm-10:00pm 

Kalamazoo Township 
Board Meeting 
May 10, 7:30pm-8:30pm 

Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission 
Meeting 
May 13, Time TBD 

Executive Committee 
Meeting 
May 13, 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Kalamazoo City 
Commission - Business 
May 17, 7:00pm-8:00pm 

Kalamazoo County 
Commission - Board of 
Commissioners Meeting  
May 18, 7:00pm-8:00pm 

Third Thursday Meeting 
May 20, 6:30pm-8:00pm

Democrats to Contact
Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
(517) 335-7858; https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer 
United States Senator, Debbie Stabenow 
(202) 224-4822; https://www.stabenow.senate.gov 
United States Senator, Gary Peters 
(313) 226-6020 - Detroit; https://www.peters.senate.gov 

MI State Senator, Sean McCann 
517-373-5100; https://senatedems.com/mccann/ 
MI State Rep, Julie M. Rogers, 60th District 
517-373-1785; https://housedems.com/julie-rogers/ 
MI State Rep, ChrisAne Morse, 61st District 
517-373-1774; https://housedems.com/christine-morse/

Kalamazoo County ID Card Program
The Kalamazoo County ID card 

program is once again open to the 
public, Kalamazoo County Clerk and 
Register of Deeds Meredith Place 
announced last week. Kalamazoo 
County residents can schedule an 
appointment to obtain county 
identification, renew an expired ID 
or replace a lost or stolen ID. 
The Kalamazoo County ID Program is 
open Monday through Friday, by 
appointment, in the Clerk & Register of 
Deeds office of the Kalamazoo County 
Administration Building. For more 
information or to schedule an 
appointment, visit the county’s website 
at kalcounty.com/clerk/id, or contact 
the County ID office by calling 
269-384-8307. 
To obtain a County ID, Kalamazoo 
County residents are required to prove 
their residency status and identify 
themselves with several documents. 
Various types of identification 
documents are valued on a point scale, 
and residents must provide 300 to 400 
points’ worth of identification 
to qualify.  
The county ID cards feature a 
cardholder’s photograph, date of birth, 
address, signature, a unique ID number 
and other descriptors such as height, 
weight and eye color. The ID cards are 
good for three years.

Contact KCDP 
Email: info@kzoodems.com 

Website: https://kzoodems.com 
Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/kzoodems

To find contact information for local Democrats: www.kazoodems.com/electeds

Kalamazoo   County   Democratic   Party   Membership   Form   

*Name    ___________________________________________________________________________   
*Address    _______________________________ City ________________    State ________    Zip _______   
*Occupation    _________________________________    *   Name   of   Employer    ____________________   
Cell   Phone    ___________________________________    Email    ________________________________   

Enclosed   is   my   check   for   $____________   made   payable   to   the    Kalamazoo   County   Democratic   Party     
  

If   you   wish   to   pay   by   credit   or   debit   card:   
Name   on   Card:_______________________________________   
Expiration   Date:_________________   CVC:__________   
Complete   Mailing   Address   (if   different   from   above):_______________________________________   
Credit   Card   Number:_______________________________________________________________   
City:______________________________________   State:   __________________Zip:___________     
Authorized   signature: __________________________________   
Would   you   like   to   make   this   a   monthly   payment?    ⬚    Yes    ⬚    No   

  
KCDP   Membership   Benefits   

● Receive   the   KCDP   Newsletter   via   email   and   postal   service   
● Receive   email   notices   of   local,   state,   and   national   events   and/or   topics   of   special   interest   to   

Democrats   
● Receive   invitations   to   special   VIP   events   with   candidates   and   elected   officials   
● Learn   about   volunteer   opportunities   at   the   local,   state   and   national   levels   
● Access   to   national   and   state   campaign   yard   signs,   extensive   vintage   button   selection,   and   

bumper   stickers   
● Meet   like-minded   Democratic   activists   by   joining   one   of   the   most   active   county   parties   in   

Michigan!   

NOTE:   Membership   in   the   Michigan   Democratic   Party   (MDP)   is   required   if   you   wish   to   become   a   Democratic   
Party   candidate   or   County   Committee   member,   or   if   you   wish   to   vote   at   County   and/or   State   Conventions   By   
becoming   a   KCDP   member   you   ARE   NOT   automatically   a   MDP   member.     

  

⬚    $10   Youth   
⬚    $100   “100   Club”   Member   ⬚    $500   Paul   Todd   Member   

(Includes   4   tickets   to   Brown   Todd   Wolpe   Dinner)   

⬚    $20   Senior   ⬚    $250   Mary   Brown   Member   
(Includes   2   tickets   to   Brown   Todd   Wolpe   Dinner)    

⬚    $1000   Howard   Wolpe   Member   
(Includes   1   Table   at   Brown   Todd   Wolpe   Dinner)   

⬚    $30   Regular   
              ⬚    Additional   donation     $__________________________  

mailto:info@kzoodems.com
https://kzoodems.com
https://www.facebook.com/kzoodems
https://www.facebook.com/kzoodems
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer
https://www.stabenow.senate.gov
https://www.peters.senate.gov
https://senatedems.com/mccann/
https://housedems.com/julie-rogers/
https://housedems.com/christine-morse/
http://www.kazoodems.com/electeds
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Julie Rogers In January, I began my first term 

in the Michigan House of Representatives. As a 
former county commissioner and practicing 
physical therapist, my background has given me 
experience on prioritizing the issues that our 
community cares about. As we continue to 
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic, we must put 
people first. I am committed to improving 
access to healthcare, protecting our families 
from lead, and fighting for equitable criminal 
justice reform. I have introduced legislation to 
repeal the Medicaid work requirements, prohibit 
insurance discrimination, and restore prevailing 
wage and give local municipalities the freedom 

to protect local workers. I have held multiple 
coffee hours (which continue to be the third 
Friday of every month) and held a successful 
COVID-19 town hall. We continue to help 
hundreds of people navigate the unemployment 
system and we will be 
partnering on an 
expungement clinic and 
town hall on lead later this 
year. If my office can be of 
any assistance, please 
contact us at 
JulieRogers@house.mi.gov.

WHY I AM A 
DEMOCRAT 
Having served in the 
Legislature and run for 
Congress, I’ve heard plenty 
of people try to make a false 
equivalency argument 
between the Democratic and 
Republican party. I’m done 
coddling both-sides fiction. 
Democrats believe in 
science; Republicans 
muzzle and deny basic 
facts. Democrats believe 
government can do good 
things if we put good 
people in government; 
Republicans continue to 
obstruct.  Democrats are 
striving for equality, 
equity, and opportunity; 
Republicans continue to 
push a rigid view of the 
world that stifles 
advancement on racial and 
gender justice. Democrats 
believe in bottom-up 
economic growth; 
Republicans keep 
promising the scraps of 
their tax cuts for the top 
1% will trickle down…
eventually. It’s been 
forty years and we’re 
still waiting. 
I’m a Democrat because I’m 
willing to build on the 
progress of those made before 
me and keep striving for a 
better future for all of us.

Elected Official Reports

Sean McCann Spring is a busy budget season 

in Lansing, and as a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee I am always 
advocating for funding for Kalamazoo 
County priorities in Governor Whitmer’s 
proposed budget. So far in 2021, I have 
introduced legislation to make school discipline 
and attendance policies more equitable for 
students of color and expand Michigan’s “Bottle 

Bill” to allow recycling 
deposits on bottled water 
and other disposable 
containers. My next virtual 
coffee hour is on April 
30th, 11:00 AM and you 
can register or contact me 
for any reason at 
www.senseanmccann.com.

JULIE ROGERS

SEAN MCCANN

JON HOADLEY

ChrisAne Morse "My office has continued to 

stay busy as we transition into spring in my first 
year as State Representative for the 61st district. 
With Earth Day just around the corner, I want to 
highlight the first piece of legislation I 
introduced to the House of Representatives; HB 
4331, the Bottle Bill. HB 4331 creates a 
universal bottle return system and makes eligible 
all single use beverage containers (excluding 
dairy products) for in-store returns and allocates 
funds to clean-up contaminated sites and support 
local recycling incentives across Michigan. My 

next virtual coffee hour is on April 23rd from 
12pm-1pm. Sign up via this link: https://
zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJIof-6trTgoHd2pmxVxuns8Tz0ffsTAK-PJ 
or find me at https://
housedems.com/christine-
morse/. I would love to 
answer questions and get to 
know more community 
members, so I hope to see 
you there!"  

CHRISTINE MORSE

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIof-6trTgoHd2pmxVxuns8Tz0ffsTAK-PJ
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIof-6trTgoHd2pmxVxuns8Tz0ffsTAK-PJ
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIof-6trTgoHd2pmxVxuns8Tz0ffsTAK-PJ
https://housedems.com/christine-morse/
https://housedems.com/christine-morse/
https://housedems.com/christine-morse/
http://www.senseanmccann.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com

